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The United Church of Christ acknowledges as its Sole
Head Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our Savior. It ac-
knowledges as followers in Christ all who share in this
confession. It looks to the Word of God in the Scriptures,
and to the presence of the Holy Spirit, to prosper its crea-
tive and redemptive work in the world. It claims as its own
the faith of the historic Church expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and Ni-
cene Creed. It affirms the responsibilities of the Church in each genera-
tion to make this faith its own. In accordance with the teaching of Our
Lord, it recognizes two Sacraments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper or
Holy Communion. All members shall have the undisturbed right to fol-
low the word of God as it is made known to them under the enlighten-
ment of the Holy Spirit.

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Prelude: José Solorzano

Welcome. Visitors. Joys & Concerns.
T Greeting: Celebrate your relationship with each other.

T Call to Worship: Pastor & Congregation

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. | can feel His mighty power and His
grace. | can hear the brush of angel's wings, | see glory on each face. Surely, the
presence of the Lord is in this place.

T Invocation: Pastor & Congregation

Loving God, in whose arms we have found our identity, come among us to direct
our faltering steps in the ways you would have us go. Teach us to walk with Christ
through the distractions that beckon us in other directions. Turn our vain striving
into meaningful service, our foolish greed to the fulfillment of sharing, our confusion
to clarity of vision, that we might worship you truly this hour. Amen.

T Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” No. 62
Call to Confession: Pastor

What does God see within us and among us that we do not see? Do you suppose
that God is disappointed? frustrated? angry? What defenses have we created to
keep God out of our lives? How have we turned away from the life God intends for

us? Now is the moment to come out of hiding, for God already knows where we
are.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession: Pastor & Congregation

Holy God, our lives are far from holy. The thoughts we have held in secret have
erupted into hurtful words and deeds. We have not avoided lies and slander. We
have given in to pessimism and suspicion. We resent people whose lives seem
easier than our own. We hate the thought of passing on to those less worthy the
things we have worked so hard to possess. O God, we need your wisdom in order
to live peacefully within ourselves. Amen.




Assurance of Forgiveness and Pardon: Pastor

God has invited all of us to strip off our old selves to accept renewal in the image
of our Creator. Right here, right now, in the warmth of God’s love, our greed is
melting away, our anger is finding constructive release, our despair is giving way
to hope. God delivers us from the folly of self-preoccupation to joyous involve-
ment in our Creator’s “wonderful works to humankind.” Amen.

The Ministry of Music: "Bigger Barns,"” Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (2001, used
with permission), Music: "St. George's, Windsor," George J. Elvey (1858), Ar-
ranged by John M. Ector.

Prayer for an Open Heart: Pastor & Congregation

Compassionate God, whose riches have been poured out among us in unrecog-
nized abundance, help us today to reexamine our stewardship over the things
and the relationships you have entrusted to us. Confront our greed, lest it de-
stroy us and rob our sisters and brothers of the good you intend for them. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer Minute of Silence Lord’s Prayer No. 632
Hosea 11:1-11 Page 1407 Lay Reader

T Hymn “Abide with Me” No. 365
T Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 Page 1617 Pastor

The Sermon

Holy Communion

Offertory Invitation: Pastor & Congregation

Life does not consist in the abundance of our possessions. All that we currently
possess will someday belong to others. We have the privilege in this life to do good
with all that God has entrusted to us. We bring a portion now to be blessed by God
in the work of our church, Christ’'s church, here and in other places.

Special Music: José Solorzano “l Love You Lord”

God’s peace go with you, God’s peace go with you. S

Postlude: Jose Solorzano

T Doxology : Tune No. 809
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
T Offertory Prayer: Wilda Metzdorf, Lay Reader
T Commission and Blessing: Pastor & Congregation - responsively
P God has made us rich in so many ways.
Now let us go out to find new ways to be rich toward God.
C Let us show our thanks for God’s steadfast love.
Praise God for wonderful works to humankind.
P We are being renewed in the image of our Creator.
We differ in many ways, but Christ is all and in all.
C We have been raised with Christ above earth’'s dec  eits.
We will set our minds on learning God'’s will for us.
P God will take us up in loving arms when needed.
By God’s kindness, we will be taught to walk.
C We look to God for healing and renewed strength.
We seek to walk in the straight ways where God le  ads.
P/C  Amen. Amen.
Benediction: Pastor Jim
Congregational Response Tune No. 599
Shalom, my friends, shalom my friends, shalom, shalom.

halom, shalom.



Welcome Visitors

You are invited to join us for refreshments each Su nday in our Fellowship

Hall following the 10 a. m. service.
The “Lunch Bunch” meets at an area restaurant follaving fellowship.
For first-time visitors, lunch is “on us.”

As worship begins, if you must whisper — whispeprayer.
Yellow information cards and offering envelopes are in the chair-backs.

Ministry of Music for this Sunday _: "Bigger Barns," Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
(2001, used with permission), Music: "St. George's, Windsor," George J. Elvey
(1858), Arranged by John M. Ector.

This Sunday's Gospel verse from Luke is the Parable of the Rich Fool. In 2001,
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Co-Pastor of the Limestone Presbyterian Church in Wilming-
ton, Delaware, composed a new text on this parable, and set the lyrics to the tune
"Aberystwyth," which many people would recognize as the original melody to "Jesus,
Lover of My Soul."

Looking at the meter of this poem, and the music to which it was originally set, | real-
ized that the text would also work with the tune "St. George's, Windsor," which most
would recognize as "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come." As | looked at Pastor Gil-
lette's text, thought about the message of Christ's parable, and considered the "St.
George's"” tune's traditional association with bounty, harvest, and thanksgiving, | saw
an ironic and, | thought, more thought-provoking text-tune setting.

Thus | have reset the Gillette text on the Parable of the Rich Fool to the tune
traditionally associated with abundance, bounty, and thanksgiving.

"Bigger barns are what | need!" So a rich man said one day.

"From my worries I'll be free when my wealth is stored away."
"Fool!" God said, "Today you'll die! Will your wealth mean anything?
All life's blessings really lie in my life that wealth can't bring."

http://www.ucc.org
http://www.stillspeaking.com



Bigger barns are what we need for our money, gadgets, more!"
Lord, we're tempted to believe having wealth, we'll be secure!
Somewhere children cry for food or to have a doctor's care.

Can our bigger barns be good when poor neighbors know despair?

God of love, we long to know what will make us truly blest.
Jesus taught us long ago wealth won't give us peace or rest.
You are our security! Safe in you, we serve, O Lord.

May we find we're rich indeed when we're sharing with the poor.

THE WEEK AT A GLANCE

(No meetings on the calendar for this week)

8/05 Laura Carey 8/08 Ronald and Annekéfal
Sandie Walhof

8/06 Don Fry
Cotsy Engle

8/07 Stephen Richards

8/09 Barbara Beckett
Patricia Payne

BUSHELS OF LOVE: In our Bushels of Love, the Interfaith Communityn8ees particu-

CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY SURVEY AND PERSONAL INFORMA TION

FORM: Please place your completed Survey and Informd&tam in the tray provided in
the Narthex or mail to the church office. Additablank copies of the Survey and Form are
available near the tray.

UPDATES ON STUDY GROUPS AND MEMBERSHIP EXPLORATION: The Men’s
Study Group is taking a break until SeptemB&r ®ver the summer they will do some read-
ing about the Coptic Gospels in preparation focasion when they reconvene on Thursday
mornings at 10:00 a.m. The Women'’s Study Grouptakle a break until September 11th
when they will continue to meet every Tuesday nagrat 10 a.m. They will continue their
study of “Women of the Bible.” Outside the Comfddne is suspending their schedule of
every other Thursday evening until further notidée Wednesday evening Potluck and
Study Group will not meet through the month of Asigand will start again in September.

A good way to become acquainted is to sit in ona®ur study groups. | am available also
by appointment. Pastor Jim

PREVIOUS SUNDAY SERMONS: In the Narthex each week there are copies of the se
mon from the previous Sunday. In a RED BOX, witkign on it that says: SERMONS, there
are CD's of entire services. These items areahaiffor all of our members and visitors.

You are welcome to keep the text copy of the sernRierase return the CD's so others may
have access to them, after you have listened to.the

larly needs spaghetti sauce, pasta noodles, f@hgal, infant formula and diapers size 3 andT'S ABOUT TIME:  Pastor Briney and Sandy will be taking a well-desdrvacation time
4. Ongoing needs: soup, tuna, canned meat, jeoned fruit, ready-to-eat foods as wellbeginning Monday August 6th until August 20th. ®a8riney has not taken any time off

as personal hygiene items.

since beginning his ministry here on July 1, 2086Lpit Supply will be provided by Susan
Martin on Sunday August 12th and Roy Eberbach oguati19th. Susan Martin will also

NEWS ON CLUSTER GATHERINGS: Initial Cluster Gatherings have begun. We will provide Pastoral Care coverage while Jim Brinegway. Please call the church office or Jim
now begin general invitations to members and frseofiour church community. You may Metzdorf 825-1639 if there is a need for Susanrawvide Pastoral Care.
expect a call of invitation in the weeks and mortthsome. Please consider participating in

a Cluster Gathering.

HOSPITALITY NEWS--KITCHEN SUPPLIES: If you are aware of any kitchen sup-
plies that need reordering, please check the "ncBupply" sheet that is posted on the re-
frigerator in the kitchen. If there is an immediaeed, please contact Joan Bevirt at

jibevirt@aol.comor call her at 825-1049.




