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ORO VALLEY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

F RO M P A S TO R A L B E RTA  

 

January ,  February ,  March 2018  VISION oroval leyucc.org 
churchweddingminist ry .org 

We offer views and vision.  
You are welcome. 

Realizing Anew LOVE’s Power Held!! 
Oro Valley United Church of Christ, Beloved Community of Faith: 
 

I am excited about what God will reveal to you as you prepare to call your next settled 
pastor!  You have officially entered the search and call process.  Working under the 
code of confidentiality is your Search and Call committee.  While they are establishing the right questions to 
help them discern if the profile they are reviewing might be someone to have an initial conversation, you are 
preparing the gift for your next settled pastor.  GIFT?  What gift?  YOU!!!   
 

Oro Valley UCC you are a gift and the gift for the person God is preparing to join you in the mission of 
“keeping the Word of God alive.”  What does that look like now?  In this season, where you are celebrating 
25 years as a community of faith, what does it mean to you to keep the Word of God alive?  Who will feel the 
aliveness of God’s Word?  How will God’s alive Word be delivered—in what ways?  How will you “be” the 
church in the community who is “keeping the Word of God alive?” 
 

This is the time to “ground to grow,” borrowing from Susan Howlett, a consultant for non-profit organiza-
tions.  In the “ground to grow” stage we are looking at all our activities and choosing to give energy to only 
those activities that can be viable.  To be viable requires committed persons to lead, guide, inspire and  

resources to continue those activities.  Resources are time, talents and financial funding.   Your gift to the  

settled pastor God is preparing for you is to present only those activities that are viable in meeting the mission 
of “Keeping the Word of God alive!”   We sift out to raise up.  
 

I am so glad God has placed me here for such a time as this.  My plan is to talk with you, hear your heart, 
hear your passion and to help you “sift out to raise up.”  I will remind you constantly to “Realize Anew 
LOVE’s Power Held.”  Expect a call from Janet asking for a date and time so I can listen to your heart.   

You are also welcome to call me. 
 

“God of grace and God of mercy, shower us with your Holy Spirit; let us hear from you clearly and give us 
the courage to be obedient disciples of Jesus Christ.”  

        Rev. Alberta Wallace 
               Intentional Interim Pastor/Teacher 

         913-634-8704, albertawallace@hotmail.com 
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 Oro Valley United Church of Christ started the planned transi on and succession process 
in May, 2017 to find a replacement for Pastor Jim Briney.  A special thanks go to the mem-
bers of the Transi on Planning Commi ee who completed the church profile that was ap-
proved in November, 2017, by the church council: Joy Ullock, Marion Nelmark, Jose Solór-
zano, Marge Craven, Bruce Fisher, Sally Bartley and Stu Kra . 

     With Pastor Briney re ring in December, 2017, an interim search commi ee was stood 
up by the church council that worked with the UCC Southwest Conference office to consid-
er interim ministry op ons. This effort resulted in the recommenda on to call Reverend 
Alberta Wallace as our Inten onal Interim Pastor and Teacher effec ve  March 4th, 2018. 

              
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planned Ministry Transi on  

 & Succession Update 
  

Stu Kraft, Search & Call Committee Chair 
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     As our inten onal interim minister during the remainder of the transi on period, and 

prior to the selec on and installa on of a new se led minister, Pastor Alberta will con nue 

to prepare for and provide worship services, provide pastoral care, and assist the lay lead-

ership in managing the church func ons during the transi on period. We are truly blessed 

to have Pastor Alberta’s help as we address our spiritual needs and the challenges associat-

ed with ministry transi ons and as the congrega on con nues to iden fy “who are we 

now”, “who are our neighbors” and “who is God calling us to become”? 

     A er the approval of the church profile, our search and call commi ee was established 

and met for the first me in December and was trained by the Reverend Doctor Bill Lyons, 

UCC Southwest Conference Minister, on January 17, 2018.  They will be responsible for re-

viewing all  candidate pastor profiles during the search and call period this year and even-

tually recommending to the congrega on a  pastor for selec on as our new se led minis-

ter. Members of the search and call commi ee include: Sally Bartley, David Hampton, Stu 

Kra  , Darlene LaCroix, Carol Sack and Bruce Ullock. 

     Our church minister opening was posted na onally by the UCC Southwest Conference in 

January. The profile summary included the following descrip on: providing a spiritual envi-

ronment that con nues to support the current congrega on and a racts new members 

and friends to a community of senior believers is considered cri cal to our church’s future. 

We need to be led by a minister who is a preacher, though ul and pastoral, has church 

ministry experience, inspires and challenges as both a preacher and teacher, can focus on 

spiritual development and con nuing educa on, and provides sermons that apply to life 

experiences. A copy of the profile summary that was posted na onally and a copy of the 

complete church profile are both  available for review in the church office. 

     The search and call commi ee is already reviewing profiles of poten al candidates and 
will start interviewing in the next few months. We are commi ed to prayerfully search for 
the minister that  God will bless us with. A new beginning in Oro Valley United Church of 
Christ’s ministry. 

 

  A dedication to transparency and commitment to educate the congregation 
  will continue to be followed throughout the transition and succession  
  process. 
  Periodic Sunday service and “Vision” newsletter updates will be provided. 
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 B U I L D I N G S  &  G R O U N D S  G R O U P M I N I S T RY  
 

Labor Day Weekend Warriors 
 

The Buildings and Grounds Group Ministry had volunteers who were  
willing to give up part of their Labor Day holiday in 2017 to work on 
ground’s projects. 
 

Bruce and Joy Ullock were “the warriors” who 
trimmed and fed the rose bushes.  In the heat, and 
on their hands and knees, they pulled out lots of 
invasive vines surrounding the roses.  The rose gar-
den certainly needed this extra attention.  

 
               Pastor Jim was the one to notice that the mesquite tree                         
    branches he parks under by Fellowship Hall had become a 

“freeway for packrats” to jump on the roof.  So enter more “warriors”.  Nancy and David Hampton sup-
plied the needed equipment and were the main force to be able to cut the huge branches.   Margaret 
Douglas, Jim Trippel and Tony Wilson were the additional “warriors” to clip these branches to a rea-
sonable size and drag them to the garbage bin.  It took two more Fridays to be able to get all of the 
clippings deposited into the bin; then lots of sweeping up of additional debris.   Peggye Wall, Convener                   
 
                                                                                               

 

     SUCCESS!                                 
                                                                       
                     Miss Money Penny Immortalized 
 
What pack rat wouldn’t want to have her likeness captured on an outdoor 
structure?  Miss Money Penny, OVUCC’s only favorite pack rat, has been 
immortalized for the ages by OVUCC’s artist extraordinaire, Carolyn  
Watson.  Miss Money Penny’s portrait is a wonderful addition to our 
grounds and brings smiles and chuckles to the congregation and to any 
visitors.  Buildings and Grounds thanks Pastor Jim for bringing this  
adorable packrat into our lives.   Peggye Wall, Convener                                       
                                                                             

 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Peggye Wall,  Convener 
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 BU I L D I N G S  &  G RO U N D S  G RO U P  M I N I S T RY  C O N T I N U E D  

Fall—All Church Work Day  
    

 
Organized kitchen cabinets:  Angie 
Organized church files:  Janet, Marion, Lana 
Maintained Prayer Garden:  Sharon, Elodie, Priscilla                           
Trimmed bushes:  Tony, Margaret 
Trimmed Birds of Paradise:  Jim T., Anne 
Pulled weeds around air conditioning units:  Grace, Jake (Anne’s grandson) 
Blower:  Jake 
Wrapped water and air conditioning unit pipes:  Tony, Richard 
Cleaned and mopped Fellowship Hall and church:  Rosa, Antonio (Rosa’s nephew) 
Painted electrical box:  Carolyn 
Overall gophers:  Margaret, Jim T., Anne, Peggye 

                    

                                                                                                                                                      

 
                                                           

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seventeen volunteers cheerfully came to work  
November 4, 2017, from 9 – 12 on a beautiful 
cloudy morning.  There were many different projects 
to do.  While some of the volunteers enthusiastically 
tackled one task, others multi-tasked.  Here’s a list 
of the jobs and who helped get so much  
accomplished.   Peggye Wall, Convener 

Kyle & Rachel Koch.                   REJOICE for the changes yet to come in 2018! 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study/Faith Exploration Group is completing a  
Lenten Study called Gospelled Lives.  We have read about some New  
Testament individuals that met Jesus on His journey and their response.  
We discussed and reflected on our own encounters that call, challenge, 
transform and empower us as we travel on our own journey of life.  You 
may attend at any time  No reservations needed! 
              Louise Bayer, Bible Study Leader 
 

Wednesday Night Pot Luck/Faith Exploration Group continues to meet at 
5:00.  Individuals bring a dish to share, a TED Talk is shown and discussion 
on the topic is held. The topic of the TED Talk is chosen by the group.   
Recent TED talks include “Deep Learning—Computers acting like  

     superhuman brains” and “CRISPR—New technique in genetic engineering  
     will change everything forever.”  Please join us on any Wednesday evening.   

                 Dr. Jim Gruhl, TED Talk Leader 
 

                                  JOIN US.  Interesting subjects and lively discussions.               

Oro Valley United Church Of Christ 
520-742-7333 

  Operating Group Ministries              Conveners          Phone Numbers 
 

   Building & Grounds      Peggye Wall    520-405-6909   
   Education      Louise Bayer    520-544-4068 
   Financial Planning & Accounting     Marge Craven    520-247-3125   
   Hospitality       Angie Trujillo    520-219-0378  
   Hospitality     Grace Caldwell    520-809-7851  
   Missions       Grace Caldwell    520-809-7851  
   Mutual Ministries     Convener to be determined    
   Office      Kandy Kraft    703-850-4397   
   Promotions & Publications     Joy Ullock    928-821-3679   
   Worship       Sally Bartley    520-544-7968 
 

   Committees          Chairs 
 

   Pastoral  Relations     (Will be reinstated when the new pastor is settled)   
   Personnel     Sally Bartley    520-245-5268  
   

   Ad-hoc Committees         Chairs 

    Search and Call     Stu Kraft    520-825-1466 
   25th Anniversary Celebration   Vera Shury    520-275-8755 

  

 E D U C AT I O N  G R O U P M I N I S T RY  

Louise Bayer,  
Convener 
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The FP&A group met recently and welcomed Pam Lodefink as its new  
member.  The group members are now Marge Craven, convener, Stu Kraft, 
Sally Bartley and Pam Lodefink.  If you have an interest in assisting with the 
planning and monitoring of our church’s financial matters, please contact 
Marge Craven.  During this period of transition, the financial health of OVUCC 
is vital and your participation is encouraged.  
 

As you know, we approved the 2018 budget at the Annual Meeting in the 
amount of $212,000 with the understanding that we would continue to look 
for ways to reduce that total as the year progressed.  Through the agreement 
with our new intentional interim minister, Alberta Wallace, and reduction in 
the amount of the trash collection fee, we have reduced our budget total to 

$196,130.  This represents a 20% reduction from the 2017 budget, which totaled $245,000.  The 
FP&A group will continue to look for ways to reduce expenditures.  Along with the reduction in  
expenses is the need for each of us to continue to support the ministries of this church through our 
contributions. 
 

The FP&A group is charged with: 
Creating and monitoring the annual budget.  
Monitoring investment funds, gifts and planned giving.  
Overseeing stewardship, membership and accounting.   
Reviewing potential major expenses and sources of funding. 
Analyzing/monitoring commercial insurance package.  
 

In cooperation with other groups, the FP&A group will be addressing these issues on a regular  
basis.  We plan on meeting every other month during this transitional year. 
 
First Quarter Report as of March 15, 2018: 
 
Pledges:  31 pledges totaling $84,060.  20% of the annual total has been received to date.  
 
Income: $25,617 
Expenses:   26,874 
Balance:   (1,257) 
 
Investments: 
UC Fund:  $13,881 
Wells Fargo Advisors:   48,269 
Total:   $62,150 
 
We transferred $28,000.00 from the Wells Fargo funds during 2017.  Our investment funds  
were established with the goal of $600,000 so that the interest earned on this amount would  
insure that we would never have to go into debt again to fund general operating or unforeseen  
expenses.  Thanks to your support this year, we have not had to transfer any funds from our  
investments!! 
 

Transitions often make us cautious and fearful of unpredictable changes.  This is a time of transition,  

and the FP&A group intends to keep you informed of our financial status as transparently as we can.  
If you have concerns or suggestions, please let us know.  And, THANK YOU, for your continuing support 
with your gifts of time and financial contributions.      Marge Craven, Convener     
     

FINANCIAL PLANNING & ACCOUNTING GROUP MINISTRY 

Marge Craven, Convener      
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HOSPITALITY GROUP MINISTRY 
We want to give you a brief overview of some changes you will be seeing in the meal service for Fellowship time. 
Beginning in April, we will be providing a full luncheon buffet only on the first Sunday of each month.  This  
luncheon will coincide with Communion Sunday and will also celebrate birthdays that month.  It will look pretty 
much the same; filled with wonderful dishes prepared by Angie and all of you.  However, we are keeping it to one 
Sunday a month to give relief to the stresses of kitchen clean up. (One consideration is the aging septic system. 
The other is the manpower required to wash all of the dishes.) 
The other Sundays will be a Continental-style breakfast buffet.  It still will have wonderful food items but just a 
little scaled down.  
We will also be calling on each Committee to assist in a given month.  We will need help in set-up, clean up and 
food contributions.  The months will be rotated through each Committee throughout the year. We will provide 
more details as this process unfolds. Bon Appetit! 

     Angie Trujullo, Grace Caldwell, Louise Bayer 
 

 
YEAH!  Our Missions Group now has a convener!  Grace Caldwell has stepped forward to offer 
her time and talent to our Missions Ministry as well as to our Hospitality Ministry as Co-
convener.  Grace will be reviewing our current Mission Projects.  Welcome to Grace and Richard 
who joined our congregation last year.   
 

Oro Valley United Church Of Christ has several projects that you so generously  
support.  As approved at the Annual Meeting, your gifts support the Southwest  
Conference/Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Program.  Extra offerings are also  
collected for 4 Special Mission Offerings through the year:   
 One Great Hour of Sharing in places lacking health and educational resources and/or 

where disaster has struck;  
 Neighbors in Need within systems of injustice which oppress daily life and  
 opportunity; 
 Strengthen the Church in the nurture of youth and congregations just beginning their lives 

of faith; 
 The Christmas Fund in the lives of church leaders without sufficient resources to live with 

dignity;  
The United Church Of Christ believes these special offerings collectively serve to lift  people 
closer to wholeness to which Jesus Christ has called us to work together to bring about.  Along 
with 1,000 other UCC’s, we have made the decision to become  
“5 For 5 Congregations,“ supporting OCWM and all of the Special Mission Offerings. 
 

Two of the other Mission Projects that OVUCC choses to support are detailed on the following 
pages:   
Our missionary in Lesotho, Mark Behle reports that our support for his ministry is very much  
appreciated.  He has been doing splendid work as a teacher in a village.  Mark is used to  
making a little bit go a long way.  From time to time he comes to one of our worship services 
and visits with us afterward in fellowship hall.  Every now and then we support Mark with a gift 
of a few hundred dollars that was approved by our congregation at the annual meeting. 
The Interfaith Community Services Food Bank is always grateful for OVUCC’s support. 
                               Thank you everyone!  Janet Delgado, Office Manager 

      Missions Group Ministry 
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“Why is the LORD bringing us to this land…Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” (Numbers 14:3) 
 

Dear Friends,  When you read the story of the Israelites’ forty years of wandering in the desert, you find plenty of examples 
where they rebelled and wanted to return to Egypt.  Given that they were in bondage there, it might be hard to understand 
why they would want to go back.  But the uncertainty of the future can seem quite daunting, even when compared to a bad 
and familiar situation.  Once out in the desert, the Israelites remembered the delicious foods they enjoyed in Egypt without 
mentioning being oppressed by the Egyptians (Numbers 11:5).  For some of them, a bad but familiar situation in Egypt 
seemed better than dealing with the stress of who-knows-what in an unknown land. 
 

The familiar can be comfortable because you know what the routine is, who the people are, and so on.  The paperwork is 
mostly done.  On the other hand, the unknown and uncertain future is, well, unknown and uncertain.  There will be paper-
work.  One might well imagine how things will be, but imaginations rarely turn into realities.  Things could be worse, so maybe 
it would be better to stick to the familiar.  Staying where you are often seems the simpler, safer thing to do.  Going in a new 
direction can be painful and challenging. 
 

For the past 30 years or so, whenever I’ve gone back to the States, I’ve always come back to Africa.  Now it appears that will 
change, at least for some time.  I’ll be leaving Lesotho at the end of June and then have my last home assignment visiting 
churches and sharing the story of the Global Ministries partnership with the Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa. 
 

Like many of the winding mountain roads in Lesotho, I’m sure there will be unexpected twists 
and turns in my post-Africa years.  Having stated categorically over 40 years ago that I would 
never be a teacher, and then subsequently found myself teaching, and enjoying it, for 25 
years, I’m reluctant to say anything too definite about what lies ahead.  If we really knew all 
that lies ahead of us, we might not want to proceed, even though everything will work out in 
the end.  No one likes the rough spots life throws at us, but they do help us be thankful for the 
smooth stretches.  So I’m inclined to enjoy the journey, wherever it takes me.  

  
One thing I can probably plan on is that things will not go according to plan. Unexpected 
and unwanted obstacles will cause plans to be delayed; detours may be needed.  After 
all, the road of life is full of other people (not to mention animals).  Barging your way 
through everything will result in casualties, to yourself and others, so it seems wise to 
prepare yourself mentally in advance that curves will come your way, rather than suffer 
the consequences of being ill-equipped for them.  Being patient helps.  Patience is some-
thing I don’t always have enough of, but when it is present, the outcomes are definitely 
better!  Patience does pay dividends. 

Proverbs 25:15 says that, “Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can 
break a bone.”  
 One of the Morija Theological School students, Puleng, has taught me about patience and the 
truth of this verse.  Prior to coming to the seminary, she worked in debt collection.  Puleng is what 
I would describe as a friendly, soft-spoken person.  Certainly not the type of person I imagine do-
ing debt collection.  But she approached the work in her own way.  She never used anger or 
threats to get people to pay.  She was patient, kind, gentle and persuasive.  Where others had 
failed, she succeeded.  She succeeded so much that her superiors could not believe it.  Accounts 
that had yielded nothing started paying.  Puleng eventually started her own business before tak-
ing up the call she had to serve God.  Her gifts will certainly be a blessing in her ministry. 
 

While Puleng’s patience resulted in payments, God’s patience with us sinners is not meant to 
make us feel guilty so that we “pay” for our sins.  Rather it is to help us repent.  As Paul puts it in his letter to the Romans, “Or 
do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you towards repent-
ance?” (2:4).   In this season of Lent, and as we approach Easter, may our remembrance of God’s patience with us help us to 
be patient with others. 
                        Yours in Christ,                   PO Box 200, Morija 190, Kingdom of Lesotho, Africa                

                         Mark Behle                     Email:  mark37438@yahoo.com 
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REASON FOR BEING STATEMENT 
Our reason for being includes keeping the word of God alive, maintaining our  

facilities and being present for others. We accomplish this by participating in the ministries 
of our church, funding our ministries and growing our invested funds for stability and  

benevolence, as we strive to be spiritually healthy and financially sound.  
 

  

   Diaper Shower for ICS Food Bank 

Sunday, February 4, many of YOU were seen carrying a box or bag of diapers 
into the Narthex.  The Missions Group Ministry sponsored a special diaper 
drive for ICS Food Bank’s Bushels of Love program.  Along with food items that 
are delivered weekly by Bob and Martha Lyons, they had a van full of diapers-
1732 diapers to be exact !—for the Food Bank to distribute to some families 
with this special need.  Every week in OVUCC’s Sunday bulletin there is an 
item listed that is especially needed to help restock the Food Bank’s shelves for 
that month.  Please share an item + extra item when YOU can for those who 
need a little bit of a hand up. 

 

This is taken directly from ICS’s website to remind us about some services provided.    
Last year, our Food Bank provided $2,103,355 worth of food to over 28,382 differ-
ent individuals. 
ICS opened our expanded facility in October 2011, substantially increasing our food 
storage capabilities and allowing for the addition of fresh and frozen foods, such as 
produce, meat, and dairy. Before opening our expanded food bank, we were assist-
ing 15 to 25 families a day. Today, we serve 70 to 150 households per day. 
ICS partners with the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona to distribute over 
3,500 emergency food bags each month to low-income seniors, individuals and 
families in need. Registered households can receive one food allotment per month, 
filled with basic food staples. As supplies are available, ICS allows recipients to se-
lect supplemental food items to stretch their resources. This extra food comes from 
community food drives and from people like YOU. The ICS Food Bank also stocks a 
small supply of personal hygiene items and provides emergency food bags for 
homeless individuals or households who have run out of food and are in crisis. 
During the holidays, ICS gives out nearly 3,000 additional holiday food bags con-
taining the makings of a traditional holiday meal. Each household also receives a 
turkey or chicken, depending on the family size. 
The ICS Food Bank is the second largest provider of emergency food in Southern Ar-
izona. We are dependent upon community food drives and donations to help keep 
the shelves stocked and to offer a selection of healthy foods to households in hard-
ship. Volume purchasing arrangements with area food suppliers enables ICS to 
multiply every dollar donated many times over. 
ICS serves clients from all across Pima County at its Food Bank. Those who turn to 
us are often in temporary crisis and need a little help to get over the hurdle. 

                                                                                …Missions Group Ministry     
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Priscilla Small, Vera Shury and Grace Caldwell are ministry members.  No convener has been  
established yet. 

We are very grateful to say our office group is running like a well-oiled  
machine. This is thanks to Janet Delgado, our office manager. She keeps 
our office very organized, while still keeping it fun to volunteer in the  
office, and still providing a professional approach and welcoming  
environment for all. 
 

We continue to appreciate Glenda Gillespie and Marion Nelmark who do a 
great job with all of our proof reading. 
 

We are grateful to Bob and Martha Lyons who still make time to be our of-
fice couriers to the main post office with the mailing of the vision three 
times a year.  
 

I would like to thank Sally Bartley, Karen Oakland, Joy Ullock and Marion Nelmark for all of their 
time when they are called upon for extra needed help. 
If anyone would like to join our office group, we would love for you to share in the fun we have  
working with Janet.                 Kandy Kraft, Convener 

(A new Pastoral Relations Committee will be formed when our new pastor is settled.) 

Mutual Ministries Group Ministry 

      Office Group Ministry 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Kandy Kraft,  
Convener 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
As of January 1, 2018, the minimum wage in Arizona was raised to $10.50 per hour.  The Personnel 
Committee has not met in 2018.          Sally Bartley, Chair 

PROMOTIONS & PUBLICATIONS GROUP MINISTRY  
Promotions and Publications welcomes a new convener, Joy Ullock.  We 
thank Bob Ross for his years of service as the previous convener of this 
ministry.  He met with Joy and passed on his documentation and  
historical knowledge to her.  Joy is currently investigating ways to promote 
Oro Valley United Church of Christ that are cost effective.  We have a 
beautiful setting for our sanctuary and Joy wants to be able to share that 
news with people who may not know  “WE’RE HERE!”  
Other ministry members are Marge Craven and Vera Shury. 
      Joy Ullock, Convener 

Joy Ullock, Convener 
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The Worship group is responsible for all areas of the worship experience.  During  
January and February, Reverend Alberta Wallace has conducted our Sunday Worship 
Services.  She has now agreed to be our  intentional interim pastor/teacher for six-nine 
months while the Search Committee does its  job.  Jose, and Matt with the choir, have 
continued to provide music each Sunday. 
Bruce Ullock and Keith Sack prepare the communion table on the first Sunday of each 
month.  In the spirit of unity, we are attempting to provide gluten free bread for  
everyone. 
We now have bottled water available in the narthex.  Please take any open or used 
water bottles with you  as you leave the sanctuary .  You may take them home with you 
or, when leaving the church, deposit them in the recycling container at the door. 
The traditional Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service  was held on  March 29.  As in past 
years, our congregation was invited to attend the Good Friday Service on March 30 
held at Casas Adobes Congregational UCC.  Our Easter Service  will be held on April 1. 

 
Our Wedding Ministry Group attended at  the wedding of Kiana Riera and Parker Kahn.  The rehearsal was held 
on Friday, March 23, and the wedding (attended by approximately 130 guests) was held on March 24. 
 
The third concert was held on March 11.  It featured Christine Vivona, Harp, and Christine Harper, Flute.   Matthew 
Rinaldi, will play “July 4th Jazz” to conclude our 2017-2018 Concert Series at our July 4th Celebration. 
 
If you have not been asked ,but would like to serve as a greeter or usher, please tell the greeter when you are 
available.  If you would like to be a part of the Worship Group Ministry, please let me know. 
         Sally Bartley, Substitute Convener 

Worship Working Group 
Sally Bartley: At Worship Service-communion with Bruce Ullock and Keith Sack, ushers, greeters 
with Hanna MacDonald and Jim Trippel, oversee pamphlets and bottled water supply, unlock/lock 
the church. 
Louise Bayer: Introduce visiting pastors.  Assist families with plans for Funeral/Memorial Services. 
Marion Nelmark: Change altar flowers with the seasons and arrange fresh flowers. 
Matthew Rinaldi: Lead choir, manage thermostats, manage the sound system which includes  
Pastor’s   microphone and microphones for musicians and altar. 
Jose Solòrzano: Arrange hymns and direct music for Sunday services.  Plan special worship services. 
Peggye Wall: Provide interactive ideas for the worship service. 
Lana Wilson: Schedule Lay Readers, change paraments. 

Wedding Group 
Sally Bartley and Kandy Kraft:  Attend each wedding rehearsal and wedding to provide guidance for 
the wedding service.  Other wedding helpers include Marion Nelmark and Janet Delgado. 

WO RSHIP GROUP MINISTRY  

Sally Bartley, 
Convener 

New Lay Readers are always welcome.  
If you would like to be a lay reader, Contact Lana Wilson, 520-797-7295 
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We are the United Church of Christ!  www.ucc.org 
What We Believe 

We believe in the triune God: Creator, resurrected Christ, the sole Head of the church, and the Holy Spirit, 
who guides and brings about the creative and redemptive work of God in the world. 

We believe that each person is unique and valuable. It is the will of God that every person belong to a family 
of faith where they have a strong sense of being valued and loved. 

We believe that each person is on a spiritual journey and that each of us is at a different stage of that 

jouurney. 

We believe that the persistent search for God produces an authentic relationship with God, engendering 
love, strengthening faith, dissolving guilt, and giving life purpose and direction. 

We believe that all of the baptized 'belong body and soul to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.' No matter 
who – no matter what – no matter where we are on life's journey – notwithstanding race, gender identity or 

expression, sexual orientation, class or creed – we all belong to God and to one worldwide community of faith. 
All persons baptized – past, present and future – are connected to each other and to God through the sacrament 
of baptism. We baptize during worship when the community is present because baptism includes the 

community's promise of 'love, support and care' for the baptized – and we promise that we won't take it 

back – no matter where your journey leads you. 

We believe that all people of faith are invited to join Christ at Christ's table for the sacrament of 
Communion. Just as many grains of wheat are gathered to make one loaf of bread and many grapes are 
gathered to make one cup of wine, we, the many people of God, are made one in the body of Christ, the church. 
The breaking of bread and the pouring of wine reminds us of the costliness of Christ's sacrifice and the 
discipleship to which we are all called. In the breaking of bread, we remember and celebrate Christ's presence 
among us along with a 'cloud of witnesses' – our ancestors, family and friends who have gone before us. It is a 
great mystery; we claim it by faith. 
We believe the UCC is called to be a united and uniting church. "That they may all be one." (John 17:21) 
"In essentials–unity, in nonessentials–diversity, in all things–charity," These UCC mottos survive because they 
touch core values deep within us. The UCC has no rigid formulation of doctrine or attachment to creeds or 
structures. Its overarching creed is love. UCC pastors and teachers are known for their commitment to 
excellence in 
theological preparation, interpretation of the scripture and justice advocacy. Even so, love and unity in the midst 
of our diversity are our greatest assets. 
We believe that God calls us to be servants in the service of others and to be good stewards of the earth's 
resources. 'To believe is to care; to care is to do.' 
We believe that the UCC is called to be a prophetic church. As in the tradition of the prophets and apostles, 
God calls the church to speak truth to power, liberate the oppressed, care for the poor and comfort the afflicted. 
We believe in the power of peace, and work for nonviolent solutions to local, national, and international 
problems. 
We are a people of possibility. In the UCC, members, congregations and structures have the breathing room to 
explore and to hear ... for after all, God is still speaking! 
The United Church of Christ has a “refreshed set of Purpose, Vision and Mission:   
The UCC purpose statement comes from the Gospel of Matthew: To love God with all our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. 

The vision: United in Christ's love, a just world for all. 
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You’re Invited! 
Oro Valley United Church Of Christ 

25th Anniversary Celebration 
April 22, 2018 

11:00 a.m. 
(following our 10:00 a.m. Worship Service) 

 

“God has allowed us 25 years in ministry to and for Oro Valley United Church Of Christ.  
Please join the celebration realizing what God has done here and pray with us in our  
expectation of what God will be doing.” Reverend  Alberta Wallace, Intentional Interim Pastor/Teacher. 
 

A meal will be served and you will need a reservation.   
Please complete and return the postcard that was mailed to you along with your invitation. 

The 25th Anniversary Celebration Committee chose the tinting 
and resealing of the church’s east-facing windows as its project.   

 

An anonymous donor asked, “Have we 
forgotten the magnificent view we used 
to have from our sanctuary?  Did we 
just get used to a blurry view?”  The old  
window tinting that was applied in the 
90’s was bubbling and cracking.  The 
window glass was good, but the tinting, 
which is on the inside of all the east-
facing church windows, needed to be 
scraped off and replaced with new,  

commercial-quality tinting . The windows needed to be resealed inside and out because 
the weather stripping seals were bulging, shrinking, or cracking.   
The contractor’s estimate was $8,000.00 
 

You did it!  Thanks to the generosity of the  
anonymous donor and the further generosity of 
other members, the goal was met for the Window 
Restoration Project.  The contract  with Sweet 
Window Tinting, Inc. was signed and the work is 
expected to begin on Monday, April 9.  It will take 
about a week for the old tinting (such as it is) to 
be removed, new tinting (with a 10-year warranty) 
to be applied and the windows to be re-sealed.  
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April Birthdays 
Angelika Trujillo      April 3 
Linda Heritage      April 8 
Theda Rudd       April 13 
Ted Bayer       April 19 
Marge Craven      April 21 
Nancy Chuba      April 28 
Zelma Ericson      April 30 
 

April Anniversaries 
Raymond & Sandy Wastler     April 8 
Stu & Kandy Kraft       April 11 
Dick & Glenda Gillespie      April 14 
 
 

June Birthdays 
Vincent Leonard   June 9 
Carl Buenger    June 14 
June Stavem    June 17 
 

June Anniversaries 
Bruce Fisher & Dorothea Bennett    June 19 
Leonard & Kelsey Vincent     June 22  

May Birthdays 
Monique Henderson  May 7 
Jose Solorzano   May 20 
Doug Link    May 23 
 

May Anniversaries 
James & Holly Gruhl       May 29 

Record Giveaway for  
Backpacks and School Supplies 

 

Your donations made it possible for more than 
1,500 students to receive backpacks and 
school supplies to start the school year!   
Parents say they appreciate the help in cutting 
expenses for back-to-school supplies.  The lines 
started early, with backpacks given away at the 
ICS Main and Eastside Offices, and for the first 
time ever at the ICS Southside Volunteer Office. 

O.V. Pillow Project-24 Pillows Donated! Join the Hikers on Monday Morning.  A Vest is Waiting for YOU! 

Good Things Happen at Oro Valley United Church Of Christ! 
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Vision Staff 
Janet Delgado  Publisher 

Glenda Gillespie                                  Proofreader 

Office Group:  Kandy Kraft,                Assemble, Label & Stamp 

  

IF IN HOSPITAL OR CARE FACILITY 
Medical facilities no longer notify churches of admissions. 

Please contact the church office: 520-742-7333 
or 

Pastor Alberta Wallace:  913-634-8704 

ATTENDANCE 
January  263 

February  220 

March               279     

To Contact Reverend  Alberta Wallace 
Church office:  520- 742-7333 

Cell phone:  913-634-8704 
e-mail:  albertawallace@hotmail.com 

  

Church Office   520-742-7333   
Monday—Thursday, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM   

Janet Delgado, Office Manager  
 Marge Craven, Accounting Manager 
(Marge is in the office every Monday) 

  

Why was this newsletter mailed using first class postage? 
In order to use the “Bulk Mailing Rate” that we have used 
in the past, you must mail a minimum of 200 pieces of 
mail at each mailing. Our current recipient list is less than 
200.  In an analysis of bulk rate vs. first class rate, it was 
determined that it is currently more cost effective to use 
first class postage.  If our recipient list increases in the 
future, we can re-apply for a permit.  The permit alone   
costs $225.00 per year.  The detailed cost analysis that 
was done is available in the office for you to examine. 
        Janet Delgado, Office Manager 

Lay Readers 
 

Priscilla Small  April 1 
Tony Wilson   April 8 
Lana Wilson  April 15 
Louise Bayer  April 22 
Sally Bartley  April 29 
 
Janet Delgado  May 6 
Priscilla Small  May 13 
Lana Wilson  May 20 
Tony Wilson   May 27 
 

(June will soon be scheduled.) 
  

Lay Readers Needed 
If you would like to be a  

Lay Reader,  
contact Lana Wilson,  

520-797-7295. 

 TRAVELING? 
During 2018, if you are traveling, 
let the church office know when you 
are leaving and when you  plan to 
return.    

You will be kept current  
on church events.  

(Office: 520-742-7333) 

ATTENTION CONVENERS  

AND VISION ARTICLE CONTRIBUTERS. 

NEXT VISION DEADLINE—JUNE19, 2018 

For the April-May-June Issue 

Next Scheduled  
Church Council Meeting 
Saturday, May 19, 2018 
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ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Our church offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled, automatic 
basis.  If you are writing checks and preparing envelopes every week, you will especially appreciate 
electronic giving.  It is convenient for you and provides much-needed donation consistency for our 
church. 
 

Donations can be debited automatically from either a checking or savings account.  To set up 
electronic donations, simply complete the authorization form and return it to the church office.   

ELECTRONIC GIVING AUTHORIZATION FORM 
 

 Church name: _____________________________________________________ 
 Your name:     _____________________________________________________ 
      Address:         _____________________________________________________ 
      City, State, Zip:  ___________________________________________________ 
      Email address: _____________________________________________________ 
 

      I would like to make the following contribution: 

 

          Amount:  $_______________ 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
         

 
 Please debit my (check one): 

 _____Checking account-attach voided check           ____Savings account-attach voided deposit slip 
 

 Valid routing # must start with 0, 1, 2 or 3 

 

 I authorize the above organization to process debit entries to the above account.  I understand that  
 This authority will remain in effect until I provide reasonable notification to terminate the authorization. 

 

 Authorized signature:_____________________________________  Date:     /     / 

Date of first contribution __/__/__ 

Frequency of contribution (check one); 

Weekly-Mondays 

__ Semi-monthly – 1st & 15th 

__ Monthly on the 1st 

__ Monthly on the 15th 

CHECKING / SAVINGS Complete this section if using your checking or savings account 

Routing # Account # 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

1401 East El Conquistador Way  
Oro Valley, Arizona 85704-7908 

OroValleyUCC@msn.com  
www.orovalleyucc.org 

 

  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE— 
IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE WE KNOW IT! 

Concert featuring 
Matt Rinaldi and Nick Stanley 

Wednesday, July 4, 2018 


